


Kansas High School Fine Arts Graduation Requirement

· Passed by the Kansas State Board of Education September 11, 2002 and reapproved in 2023.
· Graduation requirements include at least one full credit of Fine Arts. 
· Presently defined as one unit of Fine Arts which may include visual art, music, dance, theatre, forensics and other similar subjects within these five areas selected by a local board. Examples can be found in the Questions and Answers Concerning the Fine Arts Graduation Requirement.
· 100% of those teaching subjects being considered/offered for fine arts credit should be fully certified/licensed in one of the fine arts areas.
· A course being offered for fine arts credit should carry a fine arts course code.  

· Course Curriculum for courses qualifying for fine arts credit should be aligned to state music, visual art, speech/theatre, or dance standards.  

· The teacher teaching the course should be licensed/certified in music, visual art, or speech/theatre.
· Assessment should be aligned with standards for assessed subjects.
· Districts must provide programs that support learning and growth in the Fine Arts at both the elementary, middle, and high school levels.
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What is the definition approved by the Kansas State Board of Education? 

     The definition officially reads ‘one unit of fine arts, which may include art, music, dance, theatre, forensics, and other similar studies within these five areas selected by a local board of education’.

What qualifies as a Fine Arts credit?

     Here is a list that can help you get started on determining options for your fine art credit.  It is not intended to be a complete list of options.  
	Visual Arts
	Music
	Speech/Theatre
	Dance

	Art Appreciation
	General Band
	Introduction to Theatre
	Dance Technique

	Art History
	Concert Band
	Theatre Comprehensive
	Expressive Movement

	Fuundamentals of Design
	Marching Band
	Drama
	Dance Repertory

	Fundamentals of Art
	Orchestra
	Acting
	Dance Appreciation

	Drawing
	Contemporary Band
	Theatre Acting
	Choreography

	Painting
	Jazz Band
	Stagecraft
	Dance - Independent Study

	Photography
	Piano
	Theatre Technology
	Dance – Workplace Experience

	Sculpture
	Guitar
	Directing
	World/Cultural Dance

	Ceramics
	Mariachi
	Theatre Production
	Adaptive Dance

	Printmaking
	Instrumental
	Playwriting
	Dance for Musical Theatre

	Textiles
	Chorus
	Screenwriting
	Technical Theatre for Dance

	Jewelry
	Vocal Ensembles
	Theatre History
	Social Dance

	Fibers
	Music Theory
	Literature of Theatre
	Folk Dance

	Folk Art
	Music History
	Theatre Appreciation
	Interdisciplinary Dance

	Digital Photography
	Music Appreciation
	Theatre/Drama -Independent Study
	Dance – Independent Study

	Art Portfolio
	Composition
	Theatre/Drama -Workplace Experience
	Dance Workplace Experience

	Art - Independent Study
	Music - Independent Study
	
	

	Art – Workplace Experience
	Music – Workplace Experience
	
	

	2-D and 3-D Art
	Recording and Production
	
	

	Studio
	Technical Music
	
	

	
	Electronic Music
	
	


While this list is not complete, it is important to remember to make selections that allow students to reach the Fine Arts standards and have qualified educators providing the instruction, in addition to carrying a fine arts course code.  Courses that are not suggested include practical arts, home arts, childcare, agriculture, technical computer, culinary arts, world languages, welding, driver education to name a few.

What is a Highly Qualified teacher?

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)legislation continues to place a strong emphasis on having a highly qualified teacher in every classroom.  This objective matches the State Board of Education goals.  ESSA defines a highly qualified teacher as one that is fully licensed by the state and endorsed in the subject area with no licensure requirements waived on an emergency, temporary or provisional basis and who demonstrates competence in the content areas taught.  The following information clarifies what is required in Kansas to be designated as highly qualified.  
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